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IsA1an VII. 5,6, 7. 


Becauſe Syria, Ephraim, and the Son of Re- | 
maliah have taken evil Counſel againſt thee, | 
f ſaying, ; 19 
| Let us go up againſt Judah, and vex it, and let 
us make a breach therein for us, and ſet a 
King in the midſt of it, even the Son of Tabeal : 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, It ſhall not ſtand, 
neither ſhall it come to paſs. 


OMETIMES God ſpeaks ſo loud in Provi- 
dence, as to call our Meditations after him. 
The Lion has roar d, who will not fear? The Am. III. 8 
Lord God hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy 2 . 
When he anſwers a People by terrible things pſal.LXv. 
in Righteouſneſs, *tis not merely to ſet us a gazing, but 9 
to make Religion circulate in our Hearts and Lives. 
There's an Adoration in every true regard that we 
have to his Proceedings. To obſerve what he does 
with an humble Reverence, is more than a Specula- 
tion; it has a place among the Solemnitys of Wort 
ſhip : for his way is great in the Sanctuary, when he does Pſalm -» 
Wonders, and declares his Strength among the People, LXXVII. ,. 
You will all know the reaſon of my chuſing theſe 13, 14. 
Words, by the very Sound of em: I leave your 
own Thoughts to fix a Connettion between what you <3, 
read, and what you hear. That Duty may have a 
ſhare in our Concern and Diſcourſes about the pre- N 
ſent Invaſion; that we may think and talk of it like * 


1 
5• 7 


8 
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* > \ do 


Chriſtians, I have led you back into a Caſe of tig 


— * 


_ ſame complection with your n. PORT 3.60 "I 
You need look no further than this Chapter for f 

the whole Story that the Text belongs to, In the Ver. 1; * i 
8 days of Ahaz King of Judah, Rezin the King of Syria, y 
| and Pekah' the Son of Remaliah King of Iſrael, went up "ad i 
S towards Jeruſalem, to war againſt it. This War was 2 Kings f 
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begun in his good Father's days ; *twas a Quarrel of xy 
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4 A SERMON concerning 
a long continuance. They purſu'd it in this King's 
Reign with a great Advantage: It's probable we 
have two ſeparate Storys in that woful Account; The 
2 Chron, Lord God deliver'd him into the hind of the King of Sx- 
XXVIII. ria, wow ſte him, and carry'd away d great .nuititude 
3, Go of em Cattivee, and brought em to Damalcus. Beſides 
this, Pekah the Son of Remaliah ſiew in Judah an hun- 
ared and twenty thouſand in one day, all valiant gien; and 
iſrael ct captive of their Brethren two hundred thouſand 
Womzn, Sons and Daughters, and excceding much Spoil : 
Tho, by the ſolemn Perſualion of a Prophet, they 
refunted the Captivity, and ſent the People back 
5 again to their own Land, Theſe two Enemys had 
cach of 'em cruſh'd Abaz apart, and now they are 
joining to make the next Deſolation more compleat- 
Fh2 T4wcs of this. Expedition comes to Court, with 
tus en ifntuence upon 'em, as a People under the 
Frown of God are moſt liable to. They, whoſe Hearts 
P{.CXIL. 7 are fix d, truſting in the Lord, need not be afraid of evil 
Ver. 2, Tidings ;, but when it was told the Houſe of David, that Sy- 
ria was Confederate with Ephraim, his Heart was moved and 
the Heart of his People, as the Trees are moved with the Wind. 
We don't find any Tincture of Piety in all thc 
Diſturbance: That Prince has a Brand upon his 
Name, as one of peculiar Stupidity, He was nei- 
ther to be allur'd nor frighted into his Duty. A 
deſperate Humour of Folly is what the Holy Ghoſt 
2 Chron, records for his moſt notorious Character: In the time 
XXVIII. of. his Diſtreſs be treſpaſs dd more againſt the Lord God of 
22, Iſrael: This is that King Ahaz. But, here behold the 
Divine Goodneſs! God deals with the Jews in thoſe 
Surprizes of Love that are promis'd to the Gentiles: 
We may ſay of this People, that he ſends to them 


Tſa.LXV.1 who ask'd not for him, and is found of thoſe who ſought 


him not. Tho Prayer has never a Meſſage to him, 

yet Mercy has one to them. Thus kind is he to the 

Unthankful and the Evil. And, how truly may this be, 

wrought into our Accounts of Privilege under the 

Goſpel? Weare the Charge of a Mediator, who 

Pſ. LXVIII receiv'd Gifts for Men, even for the Rebellious, that the 
18. Lord God might dwell amongſt em. | 

The Prophet comes upon a gracious Errand, to 

huſh the Waves of Terror, and direct a Calm: and 

you may obſerve with how much contempt he ſpeaks 

| of the Invaders, and the noiſy Preparation they 

Vers 4+ had made, Take heed, and be quick; fer not, _ 
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the preſent TNV AS10N. 
be faint-hearted, fi the two Tails of theſe bing Fire- 
brands ; for the fierce Anger of Rezin with Syria, and 
the Son of Remaliah. Theſe are Terms that 4bry 
could not dare to give an Enemy, who had fcour'd 
thro the Land before; his Fear would rather mag- 
nify the Danger chan banter it. But God fees ut 


as Man fees ; he ſit; In toe ACK bells, irom wjiicnce he Pf, 11.4. 


ſurveys ail the Mot.ons of Nature, and there he 
lauzhs at 'em, there lie tas ein in deriſiim, My Text 
is the grand Relolve of Eternal juſtice, when we 
ſee the Enemys Confidence exposd as a thing moſt 
provoking, z. and then their Sentence fix'd, Becauſe 
Syria, Ephraim, and the Son of Remaliah, Ge. The 
Device and Aſſurance of theſe Conteuertes are the 
Crimes that faſten a Ruin upon em. God loves to 


tale the Wijc in their on Cr :ftnes, aud the Comnnjet of the Tub v. 13, 


froward is cariy'd heudlong. Tis true, there were 
many Abominations in Judah. Abaz is one of the 
moſt infamous Names in all their Roll of Kings; 
hut that was no Excuſe to a ravening Neishbouur, 
The Idolatry, Violence, Falſhood, and Unbelief of 
the People, deſerv'd that God would „ie up ail bis 
Wrath, to make a full end of ein: And yet, he takes ir 
ill, that Syria and Ephraim are combin'd in a gloomy 
War againſt *em, I'll ſwell up the Hiftory into a 
general Caſe, and give you the Senſe of it in this 
Propoſit ion: 

God doth and will reſent the Deitgns an! Confi— 
___ dence of thoſe who aim at the Ruin or Slavery 

of his People. 


The Parts of the Text and Doctrine are the ſam?, 
and ſhall be conſider'd together in the following 
Method, FOO | 2. | 


* 


I. I will open the Provocation of thoſe, who deſign 
no leſs, than the ſubjectingof God's People aud 
Intereſt to their own F'yranny. \ 

II. Enquire into the Reſentment of it, that has 

ſo good an aſpett upon thoſe in danger, 

III. Apply the Diſcourſe. 1 \ 

; 
I. The Device and Confidence of the Enemy, that 

is ſcandalous in the Eyes of Heaven, and ſhall * 


5 


made ſo to the World, may he confider'd in the 88 


7 


veral Branches of my Text. 
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SER MON Concerning 


formidable Meaſures. Tho it looks like a Force 
upon Nature, and ſhows what a Power of Infatuation 
Cruelty may pretend to. The Syrians and the Ten 
Tribes were People whoſe Intereſts and Deſigns us'd 
to lie far aſunder. In Religious Aﬀairs they bore a 
very differing Character: We find in their Hiſtorys 
a great many Quarrels and Confuſions among 'em; 
and yet theſe two unite in a Delign againſt 7eruſalem. 
This was very provoking to God, that Miſchief 
ſhould do what Inclination could not; he therefore 
threatens to take off the Reſtraint, and let the Peo- 
ple who were now confederate with Ephraim, return 


Ha. IX. 12. to their uſual Hatred. The Syrians before, and the Phi- 


liſtines behind, and they ſhall devour Iſrael with open 
Mouth. This may put us upon lamenting the Repu— 
tation that our various Opinions have grown to. 
What pity is it that they ſhould be thought worthy to 
divide us in the Meaſures we purſue, and the Con- 


Luk. XVI. verſation we chute 2 How much wiſer are the Children 


8. 


V3, 4. 


Acts v. 
3 * 3 
1 2 12 28 i 


Miſchief done to themſdves, as things aim'd at in 
# | EIS ENS + 


of this World in their Generation than the Children of Light / 
When there's any famous Oppoſit ion to be made a- 
gainſt Religion, Men of jarring Thoughts can unite 
in it. All Varictys are laid aſleep, and not ſuffer'd 
to damp the Vigour they conſpire with ; the Noiſe 
of Paſhon is quieted 3 there's a ſuſpence of mutual 


Jealouſys, when they have ſome common Drudgery 8 


in hand againft the Peace of Chriſtians. fa 
David foretold this of our Days; for tho he found 
it ſo in Perion, yet the Truth of the Prophecy out- 


. Pfal. II. 2, liv'd him, and belongs to theſe latter Ages. The Kings 
| of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take. Counſel. 
together galt th: Lord and againſt his Anvinted. The. 


Apoſtles, in their Expoſition of this Paſſage, apply 
it two ways: Firſt, It helps them to underſtand the 
Violence that was ofter'd to our Lord, Of a truth a- 
gainſt thy holy Child Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, Perſons divided by Intereſt 
and Envy, * * 72 Gentiles and People of Iſrael, who 
were ſo i ly inflam'd, that the one was always 


jealous ": lofing a Government, and the other 
roaning under the Weight of it; yet theſe were 


gathg. ed together to do whatever God's Hand and Counſel de- 
* texunin'd before to be done. Secondly, *Tis what they 
tell their own Supports from, looking upon the 


* 
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1. There's a vigorous Application to the moſt ' 
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Track now: Theſe are tlie ſtanding Politicks of } 
Hell: The Prince of Darkneſs uſes them as the 1 7 
moſt prevailing Methods for his Empire. He is, and 4 


to make it ſo; a Contempt of him, and a Cruelty to 


they are a burden to the Earth, ſo they muſt needs be 


| 
v Which; ſhall rebuke the Multitude of Spearmen, and ſcatter Pi.LXVIII 
tb. ue Peqple that delight in War. The Lord trieth the vigb. zo. | 


the preſent INVASLION. 
the Prophecy; Now, Lord, behold their Threatnings, and 


grant unto thy Servants, that with all B:ldneſs they may 
ſpeak thy Word : q. d. They are purſuing the ſame 


will bz a Rival to that King who rules in Righteouſneſs, 
and ſhall extend his Dominion from Sea to Sea, and 
from the River to the ends of the Earth, To theſe pur- 
ſes he knows how to cement a Multitude, and 
keep em intire to a Deſign againſt Chriftianity : 
They have taken crafty Counſet againſt thy People, and con- Pſalm 
ſulted againſt thine hidden Ones. They have ſaid, Come, let [XX XIII 
s cut em off from being à Nation, that the Name of II- 3, 4, 5. 
rael may be no moe in remembrance, They have con- 
ſulted together with one Conſent, they are Confederate againſt 
thee. . 
2. They ſpeak with a great deal of Pleaſure in 
the Deſign, and of Confidence about the Succels ; 
Let us go up againſt Judah, and vex it, and make a breach 
therein for us, and ſet a King in the midſt of it, even the 
Con of Tabeal. This is what God calls Evil Counſel 
in the former Verſe, and indeed there's every thing 


his People. He has blam'd the former, when it's 

the Spirit of an Invaſion, and they ſay, Let us take to Pſalm 
our ſelves the Houſes of God in poſſeſſin. And as for the | XXXIII 
latter, their trampling upon the Rights of Mankind, 12. 

*tis the abominable thing that bis Soul hates, When once 

Per ſons have frozen up the Compaſhons of human 

Nature, and-learn'd to act without Yenderneſs, as 


odious in the Eyes of Heaven. Indeed, violent 
Meaſures are oftentimes needful, for the Reſcue or 

the Protection of Liberty. God has own'd 'em with 

his Bleſſing, and, upon ſome occalions, has enforc'd 

the terrible Duty in a peculiar manner. Curſes be he Jerem. 
that does the Work of the Lord deceitfully, and curſed be he XLVIII. 
that keeps back his Sword from Blood. But they are Peo- 10, 
ple of another Sort whom he calls bloody and deceitful Iſa. LVII. 
Nen; who are compar'd to the troubled Sea that cejts 20, 21. | 
up Mire and Dirt; There's no Peace, ſaith our God, to theſe 

wicked Perſons. He ordains his Arrow againſt the Perſe- Pl. VII. 
cutqrs; and has hung a peculiar Vengeance over em, 13. 
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8 A SERMON concerning 
Tſ. XI. 5, 6 teous, but the wicked and him that loveth Violence, his Soul 
hates: Upon theſe he will rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and 
an horrible Tempeſt ; this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. 
This is uſually the Temper of thoſe who take their 
Aim at Religion: The two things that made up the 
unrighteous Fudg's Character are ſeldom parted, 
Luk. XVIII He feared not God, and he regarded not Man. Superſti- 
2. tion is the high Road to Cruelty. When once Peo- 
ple have ſubdu'd all Senſe of Divinity, they become 
like the Brutes that periſh, And this falls under the 
Cenſure of a God, whoſe Ways are Judgment. He 
Amosi.i11-blames Edom becauſe he purſued his Brother with a Sword, 
and did caſt off all Pity; and his Anger did tear perpe- 
tually, and he kept his Wrath for ever, *Tis in oppoſition 
to a Deſign thus inflam'd, that he puts on the Gar- 
Iſa. LIX, ments of Vengeance for Clothing, and covers himſelf with 
17. Zeal as aCloke. He prefers the ſame Charge againſt 
Mount Seir, that they could, without asking him 
leave, ſeize the Land of Iſrael as their own; that is, 
they did it in Meditation and Scheme, but there was 
an interpoſing Fury to ruffle their Meaſures. Be- 
Ezekiel cauſe the Enemy hath jaid, Aha, even the antient high Places 
XXXVI. are ours in Poſſeſſion ;, becauſe they have made you deſolate, 
52 4 and ſwallow'd you up on every ſide, and ye are taken up in 
the Lips of Talkers, and are an Infamy of the People: 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Surely in the fire of my 
Fealouſy have I ſpoken againſt the Reſidue of the Heathen, 
and againſt all Idumea, which have appointed my Land into 
their Paſſeſſion, with the Joy of all their Heart, with de- 
friteful Minds to caſt it out for a Prey. | | 
3. The Deſign it ſelf, The Matter it conſiſted 
of was diſpleaſing, tor-which Cauſe he devotes it to 
Lam. III. Ruin: For, who is he that ſpeaketh and it cometh to paſs, 
2% nen the Lord commandeth it not? There were two things 
aim'd at by this Invaſion. © + | ONE 
1, Deſtruct ion and Cruelty at preſent ; Let us go up 
againſt Judah, and vex it, and make a Breach therein for us, 
i. e. work out the Dong by the unquiet and factious 
Spirits that are amongſt em. God may have one end 
in unchaining the Enemy, and they be purſuing 
Pro, XIX. another; tho it's our Comfort, that there be many 
325 Derices in Man's Heart, nevertheleſs the Counſel of the 
Amos III. Lord, that ſhall ſtand. There's no Evil in the City but he 
8 bas done it. Fe gave Jacob to the Spoil, and Iſrael to 
Ia. XIII. the Robbers. Tis mention'd as an Att of his Provi- 
34. dence, that he begun;#o ſend againſt Judah, Rezin King 
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the preſent INVASION. 


9 


of Syria, and Pekah the Son of Remaliah. When we 2 Rin. XV. 


conſider his Hand in it, we muſt call it by no harſher 37. 


a Name than Correction; take it with Patience and 


cry for Mercy. If the Lord has ſtir d thee up againft me, 1 Samuel 
ſays David to Saul, there's no diſputing the Caſe with XXVL.19, 


him, let him accept of a Burnt- Offering. But this is con- 
ſiſtent with a vigorous Oppoſition to the Deſigns of 
Men; he ſeldom ſanctifys the Tools of ſuch a Diſci- 
pline: They have nothing of his Glory in View, but 
are merely paſſive to the gracious purpoſe of Hea- 


ven; 'tis no part of their Enquiry what ſuch a 


People have done to diſhonour God; the Principles 
that breathe Life into their Cauſe, the Meaſures 
they take to ripen it, and the end they are reaching 
to, are all comprehended in themſelves. The Di- 
tinètion between God's Deſign in ſending em, and 


down like Mire in the Streets: howbeit, he meaneth not 
fo, neither does his Heart think ſo, but it is in his Heart to 
deſtroy and cut off Nations, not a few. Sometimes an 
Enemy has the Confidence to boaſt a Divine Com- 
miſſion. Am I come up without the Lord? The Lord 
{aid unto me, go up againſt this Land, and deſiroy it. Which 
was true, but not in his Senſe: theſe are part of the 


When a Tyrant has been the common Scourge of 
Nations, tho Providence may overrule the Violence, 
and uſe it to our Spiritual Advantage, yet the thing 


it ſelt is moſt abominable to thoſe Pure Eyes that can- px 


not behold Evil, and look on Iniquity ; fo that it's no won- 
der, that God diſſolves a Power thus vexatious. He 
that ſmote the People in Wrath with a continual Stroke, he 
that ruled the Nations in Auger, is perſecuted, and nome Hin- 
areth : the whole Earth is at reſt and quiet, they breah: forth 
into Singing. But another thing that theſe Invaders 


ain'd at was, 


2. Conqueſt and Uſurpation fot the future. *Twas 
not enough to plunder 'em in one Battel, but they 
detign a continuing Advantage over em: Let ws jet 4 
King in the midſt of it, even the Son of Taheal. Who 
this Titular Prince was, that muſt be the THING 
they work with, is neither certain nor material. Be 
he of what Line he will, there were three Flaws in 
his Prętences . 


og Firſt, 


theirs in coming, is very plainly open'd; I gave him 4 Ifa.X.6,7, 
Charge to take the Spoil, to take the Prey, and tread them 


I{atah 
XXXVI. 


Words with which he came to reproach the living God. 1 


ab. I. 13. 


Iſa. XIV, 
65 7. 
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10 A SERMON concerning 


Firſt, He was not of David's Family, whom God 

Pſalm had choſen by Name, and ordain'd 4 Lamp for his A- 
CXXXII. minted. For, tho it was of the Lord that the ten Tribes 
17. ſhould revolt, when Rehoboam deny'd their Claim of 
Rigit, yet ſtill David was not to want a an before him. 

The Reaſon of this was rather Prophetical than Hiſ- 

Acts II. 30. torical; not ſo much for his Heart's being right all 
his Days, as becau'e of the Fruit of his Loins, according to 

the Fiejh, he would raiſe up Chrift to fit on his Thrane. 

This Honour, of having the Government run in his 

Family, was peculiar to him. This is the only Race 

of Kings that could ever claim a Divine Appoint- 

ment. Abjjah's Argument for a Suceſſion cauld be 


- Chinn: pleaded by none out of that Family: Ought ye not to 


know, that the Lord God of Iſrael gave the Kingdom over 
Iiracl to David jor ever, even to him and to his Sons, 
by a Covenant of Salt ? He had taken away his loving 
Kindne/s from Saul; but promiſes to build David a ſure 
Houſe. So that, this PRETENDER, the Son of 
Tabeal, by his Invaſion, was claſhing with a poſitive 
Order of Heaven, and in open Rebellion to a Meſſiah, 
Rom. I. 3, who was to be of the Seed of David according to the Fleſh. 
But this Argument was peculiar to the Jews, and to 
thoſe Ages of their Conſtitution; God had limited 


XIII. 3. 


and directed 'em both in Worſhip and Government; 


Palin He bas not dealt ) with any other Nat ion. 
CXLVII. Secondly, This Man did not come with the Conſenc 
32% of Judah, Twas a good Argument in uſhai the 


25am. XVI Arcoite, tho Alſalom had no claim to it: Whom the Lord 


13. and his People, and all the en of Iſrael chuſe, his will T 
I be, and with him will I abide. And this laft Branch of 


the Claim is the higheſt that any in the World can 


Rom. XIII pretend to. For tho the Powers that be are ordain'd of 
. ud, yet "tis a ſtaring Impulence for Men to tell us, 
that he names the Perſons, or any other ways ſhows 

his Approbation than by. the Voice of the People. 

This gives the faireſt Title to one in Authority, and 

the heft Hopes of a quiet and peaceable Life to thoſe 

that are under him. Impoſing a Governor is an 

Act of preſuming Cruelty, an4 uſually an Inlet to all 

national Miſerysat once. God has therefore thrown 

it in amongſt the Plagues of a, People whom he 


Ia. XIX. contended with: I will give the Egyptians over into 


the hands of a cruel Lord, and a fierce King ſhall rule over 
em. When the Decree brought forth againſt Iſrael, what 
a diſmal compaſs of Ruin did it take? Their Religion 

1 N | ; was 


8 


* 


e 


n 


ing round at their pleaſure. So that they make him 


the preſent Ix As IO x. 11 


was defil'd; The Adverſary ſpread out his Hand uon all Lam. I. 10. 
their pleaſant things; the Heathen enter'd into the Sandtuary, 
whom God did command, that they ſhould not come into the 
Congregation, Their Civil Libertys were equally the 
Jeſt and Property of others; Their Inheritance turn'd.— 
to Strangers, and their Houſes to Aliens. And therefore 
when God {miles upon em, it is with a Reſcue of 
this Privilege: Iwill bring again the Captivity of Jacob's Jer. XXX. 
Tents, and have Mercy on his Dwelling places; and the 18, 21. 
City ſhall be builded on her own heap, and the Palace ſhall 
remain after the manner thereif. Their Nobles ſhall be of 
themſelves, and their Governor ſhall proceed from the midi 
of em. This is more than the Son of Tabea could 
pretend to. 

Thirdly, He was only to be the Tool of thoſe that 
rais'd him to the Throne. His Authority was not a 
Government, but an Engine that others were turn- 


* 


a Jailor rather than 4 King: One that's to keep a Na- 
t ion of Slaves in awe; and not be the Head of a Peo- 
ple, who have any Privileges to enjoy, or any to loſe. 

This was the Provocation of the Invaders, and 
this the miſerable State, which they would humble 
Judah into. But the People, thus endanger'd from 
abroad, are fenc'd about with a Promiſe ;- Thus ſaith 
the Lord God, It ſhall not fland, neither ſhall it come to pajs. 
Theſe words will have their place under the ſecond 
General Head ; which is, 


II. To inquire into God's Reſentment of it. He 
breaks them and their Deſign with a Rod of Iron, he Pfal. II. 9. 
daſhes them in pieces like a Potter's Veſſel. 

1. This way he fulfils a providential Anger againſt 
the Enemy. ?*Tis but the Iſſue of a Diſpleaſure that 
has been long a gathering: 4 performing the Intents of Jer. XXX, 
his Heart. When a People have prepar'd themſelves 24+ 
for Ruin by the flower and more common Acts of In- 


. juſtice, they uſually take the final Plunge by ſome 


viſible oppoſition to the Intereſt of Chriſt. or the Obad. 10. 


| tence e Jacob, Shame was to cover the Edomites, 


and they muſt be cut off for ever, The ten Tribes were 


run very deep in ſcore to Juſtice; there was a Growth 


of Guilt for ſeveral Ages to deſerve a Captivity, But 


when they enter uponthisExpedition, Vengeance deals 
- more plainly with 'em ; Within threeſcore and jroeTears ſhall Ver, 


Ephraim 8. 
Y - 
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Ephraim be broken, that it be not a People; I. e. io 
long from the date of ſome former Threatning. 
For, according to the cleareſt Computation that L 
can make from Scripture, Samaria was taken about 
cightcen or nineteen Years after this; tho indeed the 
Captivity grew: Armys were ſent afterwards to 
lean the Country, and fetch away the little that a 
tormer Deſolation had left. They were told hefore 
that Ruin would come upon them; but now God 
fixes a Period, and tells em that theſe Threatnings 
were of no longer than threeſcore and five years run- 
ning, a great. part of which time was ſpent when 
J/aiah deliver'd this Meſſage, This may be an uſeful 
Conſideration to his People, when they are mole(- 
ted by ſuch as God has a long reckoning with. He 
will avenge the Blood of his Servants that is ſhed, tho he bear 
long with the Enemy. Iniquity ſhall have an end, Let 


Iſa, XXV. us therefore take faſt hold of that Promile, Thou ſhalt 


bring down the noiſe of Strangers as th? Heat in a dry place, 
even the Heat with the ſhadow of a Cloud: The Branchof 
the terrible ones ſhall be brought low. | 
2, Thus he ſecures the Honour of his Name, not 
only to ſhow himſelf a God glorious in Holineſs, fearful 
in Praiſes, doing Wonders ; but a God that keeps Covenant 
and Mercy to thoſe that fear him. That's the Favou- 
rite, the Dazling Glory, for he has exalted his Word 


CXXXViii abote all bs Name. *Tis in this Language that he 


Zo 
Iſa, VIIL 
9, 10, 


Iſa. XIV. 
30. 


props the Faith of Iſrael, and enables them to brave 
the Enemy: Aſſociate your ſelves, O ye People, and ye 
ſhall be broken to pieces; and give ear all ye of far Coun- 
trys : gird your ſelves, and ye ſhall be broken to pieces; yea, 
gird your ſelves, and ye ſhall be broken to pieces. Take 
counjel together, and it ſhall come to nought ; ſpeak the 


word, and it ſhall not ſtand, for God is with uu. Thus 


he promites the Jews a Deliverance from the Aſhrian, 
that the Firſt- born of the Poor ſhall feed, and the Needy 
lie down in ſafety. And what's the Fountain-Mercy 


that the Salvation ſprings from? You ſee, Ver. 32, 


The Lord has founded Sion, and the poor of his People 
ſhall truſt in it. The Confidence of thoſe that were 
united in this Invaſion upon Judah, did cqually ftrike 
at their Happineſs and God's Honour. They diſpos'd 
of Things and Perſons, as if Succeſs was their Pro- 
perty, and J/ael their Claim. But God takes this oc- 


caſion to let them know, that he rules in Jacob to the 


Ends of the Earth, As they can do nothing, without 


the preſent INV AS1O Ns. 13 


um any where, fo, in a particular manner, they 
na ve no right to meddle here, I'll read you a Paſ- 
lag which you can ſcarce hear, without an Appli- * 
cation: It lets us ſee how tender God is of his Ho- 
nour, the Honour of heing related to a People, of 
raving an Intereſt in the Worſhip they pay, and the 
Libertys they enjoy. Whenever theſe are touch'd, 
Vengeance awakens it ſelf upon the Criminal. The 
Words are; Becauſe thou haſt {uid, Theſe two Nations, and Ezek. 
theſe two Countrys ſhail be mine, and we will poſſeſs it, XXXV. 
wheres the Lord was there: Therefore as ] live, ſaith the to, 11,12, 
Lord God, 7 will even do according to thine Anger, and ac- 13, 14. 
cording to thine Envy, which thou haſt us'd out of thy Hu- 
tred againſt *em ;, and I will make known my ſelf among 
them, when I have judg'd thee. And thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lord, and that I have heard all thy Blaſphe— 
mys which thou haft ſpoken againſt the Hiountains of Iſrael, 
ſaying, They are laid deſolate, they are given us to conſume. 
Fhus with your Mouth ye have boaſted againit me, and have 
multiply d your Words againſt me; I have heard: em. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, When the whole Earth rejoiceth, _ . 
J will mak? thee deſolate. 

3. This is in anſwer to the Prayers of his People. 
Tho A4haz took very irregular Steps, we cannot ima- 
Sine that all the Remains of Piety were gone. There 
were ſome few, of whom the Prophet could ule 
thoſe Words that are typical of Chriſt; Behold I and 1g, vIII. 
the Children thou haſt given me are for Signs In what? 
wait upon the Lord, who hideth his Face from the Houſe of 
Jacob, and Iwill look for him. This will do: It has 
done,. with little or no concurrence of Nature. The 2 Chron. 
People reſted themſelves upon the words of Hezekiah, when XXXII.8. 
Rabſhakeh was bauling at their Gates: That which 
hearten'd *em was, With them is an Arm of Fleſh, but 
with us is the Lord our God. *Tis an ill Sign upon a 
Nation, when God ſaith of em, I ſought for a Man K 
among em that ſhould make up the heag, and ſtand in the 2 - 
gap before me for the Land, that I ſhould not deſtroy it ** IDs 
but I found none. Things are brought to a ſad pitch 
indeed, when there's no good return to that Enquiry : . 
Run to and fro, and ſee now and know, and ſeckh in the Jer. V. 1. 
broad places, if ye can find a Man, if there be any that 
executeth Judgment, that ſeekeih the Truth, and I will par- 
don it. But when the Spirit of Grace and Supplication 
is pour'd out, it makes a People terrible, as an Ar- 
my with Banners. This was the uſual Round ” the 4 
| ews, 


17, 18. 
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Jews, Unbelief and Revolt betray'd 'em into Capti- 

Judg. III. vity 3 but when they cry'd unto the Lord, he raid 'em up 

15. a Delivefer. They that are in ſuch a Caſe may ſing, 

II. XXVI. ie have a flrong City, Salvation will God appoint for 

Walls and Bulwaxks. Let there be more of this a- 

mongſt us, that our Deliverance may be capable of 

II. LIX. 19. that Title, When the Enemy cometh in like a Hood, the 
Spirit of the Lord lifteth up a Standard againſt him. 

4. Lis a Preparation for the Government he has 
given to a Mediator. This Deliverance out of the 
hands of Syrizand Ephraim was a long way remov'd 
from Chriſt's Appearance upon Earth, and much lon- 
ger from the Kingdom that he's to have; and yet what 

the Prophet ſpeaks of one Mercy flows into the other: 
Ver, 14. 4 Virgin ſhall conceive a Son, and call his Name Imma- 
nuel. And in the next Chapter he runs up the Ar- 

Ch. VIII. gument to the ſame pitch: Say ye not a Confederacy, to 
12,13,14. 44 them to whom this People ſhall ſay a Confederacy ; nei- 
ther fear ye their Fear, nor be afraid: SanG&ify the Lord of 

Hoſis himſelf, and let him be your dread ; and he ſhall be 

for a Santtuary, but for a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock 

of Offence to both the nes of Iſrael. This Lord of 

1 pet. 11.6, Hoſts is he of whom the Apoſtle ſays, To them that be- 
lieve he is precious, but to the diſobedient a Stone of Stum- 

1Cor. XV. bling. He miſt reign till he has put all his Enemys under 
| his jeet. Beſides the Conqueſt that he has over the 

pſ. Cx. 2.5 Hearts of Men, making them a willing People in the 
day of his Power; he alſo ſmites thro Kings in the day of 

his Wrath, wounding the Heads over many Countrys, Let 

us learn then to carry a Deliverance forwards. A 
Rede:mer's Blood has deſerv'd it, and his Glory is 
promoted by it. Every temporal Salvation 1s the 
Creature of his Argument in Heaven, and a Step 

Iſa. X. 27, towards his Empire upon Earth. The Burden ſhall be 
taben away from thy ſulder, and the Toke from thy nech: 

the Toke (hall be deſtrd d, becauſe of the Anointing 5 or he- 

cauſe of the Meſſiah, that he may ſhow himſeit to be 


Zech. VI. a Prieſt, whoatones and pleads tor 'em to purpole 


I and a Prieſt upon his Throne, who has all Authority com- 
5 mitted to him, and muſt have 4 Naine above every 


Name. 


The Application of this Diſcourſe may be ſum d up 
Pſ. XLVI. in David's wor | 
10. God, We are to confeſs him upon ſuch an occa ſion 


five ways. 1. By 
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1. By an Expectation and Reſt upon his Arm in all 
zur Dangers: If ye will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall nat Yer. 10. 
Ve eftabliſs'd, When he writes bitter things againſt us, 
tis to let us know, that without him we ſhall bow down Iſa. X. 4. 
under the Priſoners, and fall under the Slain. Indeed, 
Preparations and Counſels are needful. Our Hope / 
of Succeſs is limited to a Road of Endeavour - But pfalm 
an Horſe is a vain thing for Safety, neither can he deliver XXXIII. 
an by bis great Strength. Tho he is prepar'd for the 17. 
Battel, yet Salvation is from the Lord. And if he do prov. XXI 
not keep the City, the Watchman watcheth but in vain. He 21. 
= blames, on one hand, the Confidence and Stupidity * pfalm 
of a People, that are dead to all Impreſſions of Dan- Cx xvII. 
ger; and, on the other, thoſe unruly Fears, that act 
ds if we had loſt a God. Why art thou that art afraid Iſa. LI. 1 2, 
f a Man that ſhall die, and the Son of Man that ſhall be 13. 
” made as Graſs, and forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker 2 | 
* 2. By earneſt Importunity for his Help, We are 
now got into the Prophet's Caſe, who cry'd out, 
Make ye mention to the Nations, behold, publiſh againſt Je- Jer. 
ruſalem, that Watchers are come from a far Country, and 46, 1. 
give out their Voice againſt the Citys of Judah. I cannot 
bold my Peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, O my Soul, the 
Sound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War. The way to 
Relief lies very open to us. When Hezekiah had an 
Enemy in his Land, he makes a religious Matter of ; 
it, and ſends this Meſſage to Jſaiab: Tis a Day of Iſaiah 
* Blaſphemy, Rebuke, and Trouble; wherefore lift up thy XXX VII. 
Prayer for the Remnant that is left. And what an im- 3+ 
# mediate Anſwer does God make to it? 1 will ſend à yer, -, 
blaft upon him, and he ſhall hear a rumour, and return to : 
his own Land, That good King does not recommend 
the Duty to others, that he may ſhift it out of his 
* own hands, but begs in Perſon : Incline thine Ears, O Ver. 17. 
Tord, and hear; Open thine Eyes, O Lord, and ſec. And 
when the Mercy 1s given in, *tis under the Notion 
of an Anſwer to him: Whereas thou haſt pray d to me Ver. 21, 22 
ngainſt Sennacher ib the King of Aﬀyria, this is the Word 
which the Lord has ſpoken concerning him He fhall 337 24. 
not come into this City, nor ſhoot an Arrow there, nor come 
before it with Shields, nor caſt a Bank againſt it; by the 
way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he return. 
3+ By a Converſation that becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


and our Hope of a providential Mercy. 


Waſh ye, IIA. 1. 16 
make ye clean, put away the Evil cf your doings, Jad 25 do 175 19.20. 


evil, learn to do well: If you be willing and obedient, ye 
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| ſhall eat the Fruit of the Land; bat if Je refuſe and rebel, 
i ye ſhall all be dei by the Sword, the Mouth of the 


Lord as ſpoken /t, , ur greateft danger is from thofe| 
crying Proyocations, which make the Earth to mourn, 2 
and the Heavens to gather 3lacknets. Let not In- 


2 Chron. quity ſeparate betwixt yu and your Gid. + Iruſt in the . 


XX. 20. Lord, fo. ſhall ye be eſtabliſp d; believe his Prophets, ſo ſhall 
pie praſper. n ; 


J. By returning all the Praiſe of our Deliverance 
12 to him. He ſtamps his own. Name upon the Slur 

Iſaiah that was given to the 4ſjvian Invaſion; I will put my] 
XXXVII. Hool into thy Noſe, and my Bridle in thy Lips; and I will _ 
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4% 29. turn tho2 back by the way which thou cams ſt. He ſpeaks 
4 to him as a Brute, and a Shye. Tis a-Compariſon _ 
* that /lains the Pride of all Glory, ſhowing him the Baſe- 
* nelſs of his Nature, and of his Condition too. | 
. 5 By an Application to him for the ſpiritual Bene- 
* fit, and the everlaſting Iſſue of all theſe Mercys. 
B Every Believer has a greater Salvation in his eye, 
5 | than thoſe that are, now. wrought out in Providence. 
. Heb. XI. io There's # City that bas Frunda:cions, whoſe Builder ant 
* , | Maker is find. As it's never to ſink with any weight 


| of its own, ſo *tis eternally above the danger of being 
þ invaded. All our-Deliverances now, without, a Title 
5 to this, are but a ſhort reſpite from a worſe, and 4 
5 longer Captivity. Let us therefore make it our chief 
10 Deure, that the Supreme Redemption may be drawing 
| | nigh. This Hope enlarges and ſhows it ſelf by-a pa- 
g I.. XXXIItient Continuance in well-doing-: For the Work of Rigbte- 

17. ouſneſs ſhall be Peace; and the Effect of © Righteouſneſs, | 

Quietngſs and Aſſurance for ever. 2 
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